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BT explores other options to bring 
high-speed internet to Blackdowns 

Superfast broadband proves ‘costly’ to install in rural areas 


BRINGING high speed broadband to some rural com¬ 
munities in the Blackdown Hills is proving to be more 
costly than originally thought according to a multi 
million pound scheme which aims to bring superfast 
broadband to Devon and Somerset. 

More than 100 villagers packed in to Upottery Vil¬ 
lage Hall to attend a meeting chaired by MP Neil 


Parish, which aimed to find out why the village, along 
with several others in the Blackdown Hills, had been 
excluded from the scheme so far. 

Leading the project, with support from BT, Devon 
and Somerset county councils, is Connecting Devon 
and Somerset (CDS), who aims to deliver superfast 
broadband to 90 per cent of premises across the two 


counties by 2016, with new cabinets going “live” each 
week. 

However, locals in more remote areas including 
Upottery, Rawridge, Smeatharpe Churchstanton and 
Otterford are concerned that they may fall into the 10 
per cent of households that may not be covered by the 
first tranche of the programme. 

Locals, Shop owners, farmers and other business 
owners raised concerns that current slow computer 
speeds were hampering their businesses and some 
stated that without superfast broadband their proper¬ 
ties could be blighted. 

“It will put us on the wrong side of the rural divide 
if we cannot be served with superfast broadband,” said 
Upottery Parish Councillor Graham Long. 

“We pay the same taxes as the people in Taunton and 
we deserve the same service.” 

Speaking at the meeting, BT representative Laurent 
Boon, assured people that all communities will at least 
be able to achieve internet speeds of 2mps by 2016, 
and explained remote access and high costs were mak¬ 
ing it difficult to get high-speed fibre optic broadband 
to some rural communities. 

He said: “Some areas, like Smeatharpe require more 
than three km runs of cable from their local exchanges 
at Churchstanton and Upottery making it very costly 
to install superfast broadband. So we are also looking 
at wireless solutions for some difficult areas, small 

■ TURN to page 3 



■ NEIL Parish, MP (left) and Rebecca Pow, Pros MP for Taunton Deane (far right) join forces 
for a special meeting in the Blackdowns on superfast broadband attended by CDS represen¬ 
tatives, BT and over 100 locals. Picture by Alain Lockyer 
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Wood Burning and 
Multi Fuel Stove Specialists 

Gas and Electric also available 


MASSIVE SPRING SALE NOW ON 
Up to 40% off selected 
ex stock stoves 


LARGEST WOOD AND MULTI FUEL STOVE 
DISPLAY IN THE AREA. 
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OFFROAD VEHICLE EQUIPMENT Tel: 01404 891121 


Land Rover Parts & Accessories .... 


Full survey and installation 
service available by 
in-house experts 

Telephone: 01404 44777 

BRING THIS ADVERT TO THE SHOWROOM AT 
UNIT 6, PARK COURT, HEATHPARK IND.EST., 
HONITON, DEVON, EX14 1SW AND RECEIVE 

5% OFF ALL SHOWROOM PURCHASES 

(offer excludes stoves) Offer valid until 31st May 2014. 



The Merry Harriers 

Forches Corner, Clayhidon Devon 

Special Mothers Day 
Sunday Lunch 30th March 
Book Now 

/ y T: 01823 421270 

/ merryharriers.bookings@gmail.com 
www.facebook.com/themerryharriers 
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News from the Blackdown Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
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View from the Blackdown Hills 



■ TWO cows have defied the laws of attraction and have found love at a Blackdown Hills Animal 
Sanctuary. 

Molly, the two-year-old Dexter cow, was born prematurely, which caused her stunted growth 
and made her even shorter than the other Dexters in her heard. Because of this she was picked 
on by the other cows. When Molly's owner noticed she was being bullied they became concerned 
and took her to the Feme Animal Sanctuary near Chard last year. 

It was here that Molly met her perfect match, Hector, a 13-year-old, white Friesian x Holstein. 

Hector took Molly under his wing almost instantly. Both are now fully grown with Hector being 
more than twice Molly's size, but that hasn't stopped them forming a strong bond of friendship 
and love. 

Hector was saved from slaughter at less than a month old in November 2000 and was trans¬ 
ported to Feme in the back of a 4x4 when he was no bigger than a dog. 

Hector and Molly can be seen grazing together every day at Feme Animal Sanctuary from 
10am-5pm, seven days a week. 

Locals lend a helping hand to 
Somerset’s flooded communities 
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AS local people count the cost of the back-to-back 
storms on their doorstep, individuals, community 
groups and businesses have been coming together to 
help those suffering the devastating floods on the 
Somerset Levels. 

Recent storms have brought down trees and caused 
minor landslides in areas where the ground was al¬ 
ready saturated from weeks of continuous rainfall. 

Unable to spend much time riding, due to the 
weather, Tessa Westlake, who runs the Racehorse Re¬ 
homing Centre charity in Combe St Nicholas, near 
Chard, was following the news about flooding on the 
Somerset Levels, decided to take positive action and 
take food to the people working on the ground. 

She approached Chard businesses and drummed up 
a group of friends who volunteered to make sand¬ 
wiches. She said: “We would like to say a huge thank 
you to the Village Bakery, S & L Country Butchers, 
the Co-op, and Combe village shop for being so gen¬ 
erous in supplying food that we took out to the hard 
workers that are fighting the flood waters over on the 
Somerset Levels. 

“We are very grateful to you for your participation 


and you will be pleased to know they were all very 
appreciative of all our efforts. Also to Fur Fin & 
Feather and Pets Pantry for donating animal feed for 
the pets that are in temporary accommodation, sepa¬ 
rated from their families.” 

The donated pasties, sandwiches and other fare were 
taken to Stoke St Gregory. 

Mrs Westlake added: “The guys from the Environ¬ 
ment Agency who were working so hard, were 
shocked when I turned up with all the food. They 
were chuffed to bits but didn’t like to take too much 
at first, then they came back for more and the rest of 
the food, a local resident took in to hand out to the 
next shift of helpers which he said would be coming 
on later. 

“I did get stuck for three hours but you can’t not do 
something can you? We just wanted to show solidarity 
to these poor people; charity begins at home after all. 
It was really humbling to see all the Young Farmers 
on their tractors coming to help.” 

Donate online to the Somerset Emergency Flood Re¬ 
lief Fund Appeal at www.justgiving.com/Somerset- 
Community-Found-Flood-Appeal. 

its doors 

6801034 

The centre is open for young 
people every Friday night from 
6.30pm til 9pm and everyone be¬ 
tween the ages of 12 and 19 are 
welcome. 

The youth centre is currently 
looking for adult volunteers to help 
run youth sessions. If you feel this 
is something you could offer get in 
touch via the Facebook Garages 
page or by ringing Lynn Taylor 
01823680104. 


Youth centre opens 


THE Garages Sports and Activity 
Centre has finally opened its doors 
to the youth of Hemyock. 

After a lot of hard work by vilun- 
teers, and funds from donations 
and successful grant applications, 
the building is almost complete. 

Facilities include a sports hall, a 
social room with kitchen, an of¬ 
fice, an entrance hall, toilets and a 
music room, which is not yet fin¬ 
ished. 

Facilities for young people in¬ 


clude a television, games console, 
table tennis, pool, table football, 
football, darts and games. The 
Youth Coucil run a tuck shop, with 
all the proceeds benfiting the cen¬ 
tre. 

The centre is used for a number 
of activities and these include cir¬ 
cuit training, cubs, scouts and 
Zumba and may be hired for pri¬ 
vate events and parties. 

If you would like to hire the cen¬ 
tre contact Karen Pinder on 01823 


NEWS briefs 

Villagers raise cash for 
defibrillator equipment 

VILLAGERS in Stockland are raising money to 
provide a defibrillator for the community. 

The parish council have agreed to pay half 
the money of providing the life-saving equip¬ 
ment, if the community can fundraise to meet 
the outstanding costs. 

So far villagers have organised a number of 
fundraising events including raffles. 

It is throught the total cost of the project, in¬ 
cluding the purchase of the equipment, instal¬ 
lation and training volunteers in how to use it, 
will be almost £2,000. 

The parish council has been inviting people 
who might be interested in becoming volun¬ 
teers, to get in touch. They are also asking vil¬ 
lagers to put forward ideas of where to site the 
defibrillator. 

The most popular choice at the moment is 
the old red telephone box, as it is in the centre 
of the village and provides power and shelter 
for the device. 

Police team invite you 
to have your say online 

THE Honiton police team is urging the local 
community to go online to have their say about 
issues that concern them where they live. 

The police team works closely with partner 
agencies such as the fire service and residents 
associations, to tackle issues. 

Residents can visit www.devon-cornwall.po- 
lice.uk and follow the link to “tell us your priori¬ 
ties”. 

The local police pages also show the current 
priorities in the area and what action is being 
taken to address these concerns. 
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A303 Improvements take major step forward 


BT explore more 
viable broadband 
options to reach 
rural communities 

FROM page 1 

cabinets and repeaters. 

“We don’t want to see any areas missing out and the 
Government has just increased its funding by an extra 
£250million.” 

There is also an additional £10 million available for 
pilot projects for alternative methods and Connecting 
Devon and Somerset boss, Kerri Denton, promised to 
ensure she obtained some of this funding for rural 
areas. 

A CDS spokesman said after the meeting: “Providing 
fibre broadband across Devon and Somerset poses a 
number of major technical challenges. For the Upot- 
tery, Rawridge and Smeatharpe area, an entirely new 
‘fibre to the premises’ network would probably be re¬ 
quired which would mean the installation of over 
lOKm of new fibre optic cabling. It is unlikely that it 
would be possible to achieve this within the current 
available funding. 

“The programme is actively seeking more funding 
for our hardest to reach areas and is looking forward 
to an announcement on how to access the £250 mill ion 
extra UK funding announced by the Government last 
summer.” 

Chairing the meeting MP, Neil Parish, summed up 
the evening by giving a commitment to raise the rural 
concerns about superfast broadband whilst taking a re¬ 
alistic approach. 

He said: “We have to work together on this with our 
county councillors and BT and CDS. It was always 
going to be difficult in the Blackdowns and we want 
to make sure you do get much faster speeds. I will 
speak to Ministers and we must try to get some of the 
extra money available, harness other technologies or 
look at other options such as communities arranging 
their own solutions. I will go to the Ministers on this.” 


IMPROVEMENTS to the A303/A358/A30 corridor 
took another major step forward at a recent meeting 
with the Department for Transport. 

At a positive meeting with Somerset, Devon, Wilt¬ 
shire and Dorset County Councils, Highways Agency, 
Local Enterprise Partnership, business groups and 


other interest parties, the Department for Transport 
shared details of their study of the route and confirmed 
that they will be presenting a strong business case and 
recommendations to Ministers by the end of this year. 

The meeting also sought to establish whether there 
are individual sections of the route which could be 


constructed early-on in the Government’s new roads 
programme, which will start in 2015. 

Councillor David Hall, deputy leader of Somerset 
County Council, said: “Improving the A303 corridor 
will bring considerable economic benefits to the South 
West. We and our partners have long campaigned for 
these improvements and following the work we pre¬ 
sented to Ministers last year I am really pleased that 
the Department for Transport is now taking forward 
our case.” 

The Government announced in July last year that it 
would tackle some of the most notorious and long¬ 
standing road hot spots in the country including the 
A303/A358/A30 corridor. 


Stoves & 
Spares Ltd 

From choosing the 
right stove to lighting 
your fire we can take care 
of all your needs 
Wood warm stoves 
Flue/Chimney Supplies 
Installations 
Fireplaces / Hearths 


Telephone 01884 33559 

www.stovesandspares.co.uk 


Restaurant wins topjpvard 



■ SARAH-Jane Martin of the Belfry at Yarcombe receiving award from 
Tracey Rogers MD of sponsors Unilever Food Solutions and Raymond 
Blanc President of the SRA 


A YARCOMBE restau¬ 
rant which requests din¬ 
ers order their menu 
choices in advance to 
help it reduce waste, has 
won a major national 
restaurant award. 

Raymond Blanc, Pres¬ 
ident of the Sustainable 
Restaurant Association 
(SRA), presented The 
Belfry at Yarcombe, the 
award for Best Food 
Waste Strategy, at the 
Roast Restaurant in 
London’s Borough Mar¬ 
ket. 

Mark Linehan, Manag¬ 
ing Director of the SRA, 
said: “Diners tell us that 
food waste is the sus¬ 
tainability issue that 
matters most to them 
when eating out. 

“The Belfry has taken 
this on board and com¬ 
mitted to a brave but 
laudable policy of re¬ 
quiring customers to 
order in advance, mak¬ 
ing it a worthy winner of 
the award.” 


This small, restaurant 
with rooms makes every 
effort to ensure it wastes 
as little as possible as 
well as recycling its un¬ 
avoidable food waste. 

It also plans to intro¬ 
duce a wormery later this 
year to help dispose of 
vegetable peelings. 


But what made it stand 
out from its competitors 
in this category, is its pol¬ 
icy of asking customers 
to order their food from 
the monthly menu 24 
hours in advance. 

This means staff shop to 
order on a daily basis, 
waste as little as possible 


and cook daily to order. 

Sarah-Jane Martin of 
the The Belfry, said: “We 
are absolutely over the 
moon to have won such 
an award and feel really 
privileged to have had 
such a fabulous day with 
members of The SRA at 
Roast Restaurant.” 
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***** VACANCIES NOW AVAILABLE ***** 

For individual care package requirements please contact 
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View from the Blackdown Hills 


Working our Woodlands 

with John Greenshields 



THOSE in the know are saying it will 
take two years for the farm land on the 
Somerset levels to recover, and we have 
not completely got away with it. 

Apart from the flooding, this adverse 
wet and windy weather has done an in¬ 
credible amount of harm to our trees. 
The wet ground and wind have made a 
high percentage of our trees unstable. I 
am being called out on a fairly regular 
basis to inspect the safety of “at risk” 
trees. The soaked ground has left the 
roots of large trees without anything to 
grab hold of, and letting them rock in 
the soil. 

There is not a lot we can do, but espe¬ 
cially near roads and public paths we 
need to keep an eye on vulnerable trees, 
and act before there is an accident. 

The woodland association’s AGM is 
on the March 12th at Buckland st Mary 
village hall at 6.30pm. Tea and cake will 
be provided. 

Graham Tottle, chairman of “Culm- 
woods” (our wood for work co-op) will 
be one of the speakers, the other will be 
Nick Davey from Perry Nurseries who 
will be giving us an in sight into the 
Royal Forestry Society. 

Also David Colman, East Devon Tree 
officer will explain about Tree Preser¬ 


vation Orders, so come along and if not 
a member, then it’s a good time to join. 

Preparations for the fourth Blackdown 
Woodland Fair are in full swing, with 
exhibitor invitations going out as I 
speak. If you have any ideas for attrac¬ 
tions or stalls please get in touch as it is 
your show so all comments welcome. 

As you know we try to make it a fam¬ 
ily event, with under 16s free, and dis¬ 
count to association members, there 
should be loads of things to do. 

Fingers crossed for the weather. 

■ THE word “native species” when 
talking about trees is often misused. The 
word native means those trees that col¬ 
onized Britain naturally after the last ice 
age and before the formation of the 
English channel some 8,000-years-ago. 

As the climate warmed up these trees 
gradually moved back from Europe, 
these include, Whitebeam, Aspen, Ju¬ 
niper, and Hornbeam, not Chestnut, 
Sycamore, or Planes, and with The 
Scots pine being probably the only Pine. 

With about 30 of these trees making 
up our “native species”they made up the 
complex woodland cover of Britain and 
are of the utmost importance of our re¬ 
maining semi-natural woodlands. 


MST AUCTIONEERS 


Local grant scheme to 
bid for Defra funding 


A GRANT scheme in the 
Blackdown Hill s is host¬ 
ing a series of free con¬ 
sultation events. 

Making it Local is of¬ 
fering free “Have Your 
Say” consultation 
events across the Black- 
down Hills and East 
Devon Areas of Out¬ 
standing Natural Beauty, 
as well as surrounding 
market towns. 

The Local Action 
Group has been awarded 
funding to cover the 
2014 transition period, to 
provide a link between 
the previous and poten¬ 
tial future rural develop¬ 
ment programmes. 

In the last five years, 
Making it Local has sup¬ 
ported 76 projects with a 
total of £1.4million of 
grant funding. 

In preparation for a bid 
to Defra for the next 
tranche of European 
funding (2015-2020), the 
Making it Local team is 
inviting people from a 
wide range of organisa¬ 
tions to attend consulta¬ 
tion events across the 
area, and establish their 
priorities and needs. 

Councillor Paul Di- 
vani, Chairman of the 


Making it Local pro¬ 
gramme said: “Over the 
whole of the UK, Defra 
have indicated there is 
likely to be a budget of 
£140million for which 
Local Action Groups 
will have to bid. 

“We want to identify 


and invest in future proj¬ 
ects which support the 
local rural economy so 
it’s an exciting time for 
individuals and organisa¬ 
tions to ‘Have Their 
Say’.” 

If the Making it Local 
bid is successful, the next 


funding programme will 
start in January 2015. 

If you are interested in 
influencing the next 
Making it Local pro¬ 
gramme and you are 
seeking ways to raise 
funds for a specific proj¬ 
ect, you can find more 


details on the website:- 
www.makingitlocal .org 
Or contact the MiL 
team, email: makingitlo- 
cal@devon.gov.uk, or 
phone 01823 680626. 
Please note, booking is 
essential as places are 
limited. 



■ A PARTNERSHIP with Axe Vale Rivers Association, Westcountry Rivers Trust and East Devon 
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty has seen a tank with one hundred salmon eggs installed at St 
Andrew's Primary School in Chardstock. 

The eggs are lying on gravel and will be cooled and aerated in the main classroom of the school 
for about a month. 

Children can watch the eggs hatch, and will subsequently help release them into their local river. 

They will also learn about how salmon migrate from rivers out into the Atlantic, feed at sea all the 
way from Norwegian waters to Greenland, then return as mature fish to breed at the headwaters of 
local rivers such as the Kit and Axe. 


Hangar 1, Airfield Industrial Estate, Dunkeswell, 
Nr Honiton, Devon EX14 4LB 


MONTHLY AUCTIONS 

OF GOOD QUALITY MODERN OFFICE FURNITURE: 

Including many radial desks, matching storage cupboards and good 
quality office chairs, plus everything for the modern office. 

STOCK CLEARANCE: New good quality oak & pine furniture. 

COMPUTERS, HOUSE CLEARANCES, ENGINEERING, PLANT AND MA¬ 
CHINERY, FORKLIFTS, WOODWORKING, WAREHOUSE EQUIPMENT, ETC 


or catalogues & further information: www.mstauctioneers.co.uk 
Tel: 01404 891833 Fax: 01404 891655 


Blackdown Hills Transition Group 

Green Deal - after the assessment 


T HIS is a follow¬ 
up to our earlier 
article on the 
“Green Deal” the gov¬ 
ernment initiative aimed 
at helping homes and 
businesses take meas- 
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DULFORD 
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Cullompton 

Tree & Shrub Specialists 

Native, Ornamental & 
Specimen Trees 
Conifers 

Shrubs and Hedging 

More than 1500 varieties 
Expert and friendly advice 
Planting service 

Tel: 01884 266 361 

dulford.nurseries@virgin.net 

www.dulford-nurseries.co.uk 


ures to reduce energy 
consumption, save 
money and cut carbon 
emissions. 

Our property, an at¬ 
tached stone house 
built in the 1750's, 
scored overall a “D” 
energy efficiency rat¬ 
ing. This is the average 
figure for more modern 
conventional dwellings 
built of brick and hav¬ 
ing cavity walling. This 
survey showed that we 
had the potential to 
achieve a “B” rating if 
a number of additional 
measures were to be 
carried out. 

These included: 1) In¬ 
creasing loft insulation 
to 270 mm (approx 
10.5 inches); 2) cavity 
wall insulation; and 3) 
internal or external 
wall insulation. 

However when ap¬ 
plied to our house, (1) 
is difficult to carry out 
without major building 
work (removing the 
roof) due to construc¬ 
tion and shape, (2) 
could only be theoreti¬ 
cally applied to one 


wall of our property, 
(the other walls are 
stone and vary from 
two feet to six feet in 
thickness) and (3) is 
highly disruptive and 
expensive to construct. 

Internal battening will 
reduce the internal di¬ 
mensions of a room 
and external cladding 
of a stone building may 
be storing damp prob¬ 
lems up for a later date. 

Interestingly although 
we scored a high mark 
for double glazed win¬ 
dows, these were not 
checked for age or ef¬ 
fectiveness (some 
panes were “blown”). 

So what did we do? 

• Six windows identi¬ 
fied by us for replace¬ 
ment, some panes had 
moisture in their cavity 
and others only had a 
small insulation gap. 
These were replaced by 
a reputable local manu¬ 
facturer. Interestingly 
the old glazing had 
manufacturing date 
stamps showing it to be 
22-years-old. 

• We had the oil boiler 


serviced and some new 
parts installed. A new 
installation was recom¬ 
mended by the survey 
but the potential cost of 
£4,000 plus and change 
of pipework and con¬ 
trols was felt to be too 
expensive to currently 
justify. 

Window replacement 
has certainly helped 
and the effects of re¬ 
cent strong winds and 
rain have certainly had 
less of a cooling effect 
since compared to our 
first years here. 

Plans are currently 
underway to improve 
the roof insulation of 
our house. This will be 
undertaken with pro¬ 
posed building works 
involving renovation of 
a currently derelict sec¬ 
tion of the house, re¬ 
moval of the whole 
existing roof and re¬ 
building to current in¬ 
sulation standards. 

Achieving a level “D” 
rating for an old prop¬ 
erty is a good result. 
However it was heavily 
influenced by the use 


of energy saving lights 
throughout the house, 
white goods appliances 
with “A” energy rating 
and upgraded controls 
on 

our oil-fired heating 
and hot water system. 
Also our 3kW solar PV 
array was a factor too. 

The Government is 
due to review the 
“Green Deal” in order 
we hope to encourage 
more of us to make our 
homes as energy effi¬ 
cient as possible. 

If there are any points 
that readers would like 
to discuss with me, my 
E-mail address is 
neil.j .arnold@gmail.co 
m 

Neil Arnold 
Vice Chair - Black- 
down Hills Transition 
Group 

■ Interested in transi¬ 
tion issues Then why 
not come to our AGM 
meeting at Stentwood 
Farm in Dunkeswell 
EX 14 4RW on Thurs¬ 
day 10th April 2014 at 
7.30pm. 
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Blackdowns clubs and societies 


SMEATHARPE WI 

INSTEAD of a formal meeting 
members enjoyed a coffee morn¬ 
ing at the lovely home of Anne 
Slater. 

Forthcoming outings were dis¬ 
cussed and arrangements made for 
The Hedging Event on Sunday, 
March 9th at Sheldon and mem¬ 
bers were reminded of the Valen¬ 
tine’s Day dance at Churchinford 
in aid of our designated charity. 

Members had the pleasure of 
meeting again at the weekend for 
Sunday lunch at Pickeridge Golf 
Course. 

The next meeting will be as usual 
at Smeatharpe Village Hall on 
March 6th. 

SAMPFORD ARUNDEL WI 

PASSION, social division, tor¬ 
ture, execution, scholarship, igno¬ 
rance - all these and other human 
traits were involved in the forma¬ 
tion of the King James Bible, first 
published in 1611. 

James Bradnock told the en¬ 
thralling story to Sampford Arun¬ 
del WI. The bible itself was a truly 
masterly achievement, scrupu¬ 
lously researched, checked and 
discussed. It was written after a 
long period when the idea of a 
bible in English - “that a plough- 
boy could read”- had been fought 
for, often at great personal suffer¬ 
ing and persecution, and finally 
won. 

It is about the most widely read 
tract known to man-kind. 

Back to the slightly calmer wa¬ 
ters of WI activities; skittles, a 
group meeting, craft-n’-laugh, 
birthday meeting in May, and an 
open meeting in July. 

Flower Show visits to Malvern 
and Chelsea, village lunch and a 
birthday meeting of the garden 
club should keep every-one busy. 

Some members had been called 
out to help at rest centres for the 
flood victims and personnel. 

Cute knitted little tops and hats 
for babies were shown - they’re 
sent abroad and to England by 
‘knit for peace’. 

Stamps are wanted for the RNIB. 

The bam dance for the Children’s 
Hospice South West, always very 
popular, is coming up in March 
7th. Next month, market stall. 

YARTY GARDENING CLUB 

THIS year’s programme for the 
Yarty Gardening Club includes 
“No dig vegetable growing” by 
Charles Dowding; “Muck to 
Marigolds” by TV and radio pre¬ 
senter Rebecca Pow; and a visit to 
The Wild Side and Buckland 
Monachorum gardens. 

Don’t miss the next meeting on 
March 20th, 7.30pm in Otterford 
Village Hall in Bishopswood, 
when Alan Leaman will be talking 
on and illustrating gardening in 
containers. He will be demonstrat¬ 
ing patio pots, but he will also be 



showing how to successfully grow 
vegetables in containers. Alan was 
trained at St Bridget Nurseries in 
Exeter, then worked for Otter 
Nurseries, and in recent years was 
a partner at Bernaville Nurseries, 
Exeter. Now retired he is putting 
his expertise to good use by show¬ 
ing the rest of us how it’s done! 

The club, which is based in Bish¬ 
opswood and Buckland St Mary, 
has meetings once a month, alter¬ 
nating between the two village 
halls. 

Meetings start at 7.30pm and vis¬ 
itors are most welcome. You just 
pay a visitor’s fee of £2.50 and, if 
you like what you find, then mem¬ 
bership is just £10 a year. 

For more information contact the 
chairman, John Gusterson on 
01460 234737, or secretary Ed- 
wina Wakley on 01460 234477. 

CLAYHIDON FRIENDS 

MEMBERS were treated to a 
year’s journey of life and the 
changing seasons at Regency 
House, Hemyock through Jenny 
Parsons’ delightful videos which 
she had expertly shot and edited 
herself. 

She introduced us to her family 
members through her commentary, 
and also to her horses, dogs and 
animals. 

Members were able to see day to 
day happenings such as the birth of 
a Dexter calf, the felling of a tree 
in the garden and exercising the 
horses in the snow. They watched 
beautiful shots of garden birds, and 
insects on the flowers, and were 
amazed at the horns on the jacob 
rams. 

On rides out from Regency 
House on horseback or trips in the 
land rover, Jenny’s videos showed 
how splendid the Culm Valley 
scenery is throughout the year. 

Jenny offers bed and breakfast at 
Regency House, and the garden is 
open twice a year for the National 
Garden’s Scheme for charity. 

Next month, Jude Zebedee will 
tell us of his round-the-world trip 
on a bicycle. 

BISHOPSWOOD LADIES 

CHAIRPERSON Tricia Taylor 
congratulated members on turning 
out on yet another wet and stormy 
night. 

Bishopswood Ladies had been 
asked to cater for the Bam Dance 
on May 5th and members were 
happy to oblige. 

The Bells had held two coffee 
mornings and as a result were able 
to send a donation of £100 to the 
Childrens Hospice. 

The skittlers held a successful 
dinner at the Heathfield in Honi- 
ton, where points awards for the 
year were handed out to Pru Rose, 
the winner, and Darryl Troy- 
Brown, runner up. 

During the month the skittlers 
had beaten Hemyock by seven 
pins. The ramblers were lucky to 
have a dry day for their enjoyable 
walk on the Quantocks, led by 
Rosie Viant, and a walking holiday 
to the Brecon Beacons has now 
been arranged. 

Community Fund Raiser Gemma 
Wilkes then told members some¬ 
thing of the work of St Margarets 
Hospice. 

The overall aim of the hospice is 



INSPIRING WOMEN 


to make each day count for those 
at the end of their lives and their 
families, by giving free palliative 
care where and when the patients 
choose. 

St Margarets started home care in 
1982, and opened the Taunton 
Hospice in 1987 and the Yeovil 
Hospice in 2003. 

St Margarets offers a range of 
services for in and out patients in¬ 
cluding physiotherapy, lympho- 
doema treatment, complementary 
therapies and bereavement coun- 
cilling. 

The community services offer 
care and support and can be ac¬ 
cessed seven days a week, includ¬ 
ing evenings. 

Quantock House, Holford, offers 
residential breaks with support for 
carers. 

St Margarets costs £1,000,000 a 
year to run. The majority of the 
money comes from community 
support, through donations, lega¬ 
cies and all manner of fund raising. 
The various shops contribute about 
£2,000,000. St Margarets is sup¬ 
ported by an army of volunteers, 
who, it is estimated, save the or¬ 
ganisation £1,000,000 per year. 

The mood of the meeting then 
became less serious as members 
relaxed over refreshments pro¬ 
vided by Cindy Beaumont, Jenny 
Goddard and Anne Robinson. 

The annual dinner replaces the 
March meeting. 

BLACKDOWN HILLS 
GARDENING CLUB 
SECRETARY Jane Hunt wel¬ 
comed a good turnout for Jeremy 
Wilson of Strete Gate Nursery, 
Slapton Sands who grows numer¬ 
ous varieties of Camellias, native 
to Asia, which are popular winter 
and spring flowering shrubs, pro¬ 
viding a vivid splash of colour 
when little else blooms. 

Shades range through the palette 
of reds and pinks to ivory and 
white with glossy dark green fo¬ 
liage. 

Camellia Sinensis is the species 
whose leaves and leaf buds are 
used to produce our national drink 
tea, of which 165 mill ion cups a 
day are drunk. Who on earth 
counted I wonder? 

Jeremy brought a colourful range 
of plants for sale while members 
enjoyed refreshments then raffle 
organised by Pat Jarvis and Pam 
Tutcher whilst Colvin Parry, treas¬ 
urer took in subscriptions. 

A brief AGM led by Jane with 
Tim Allen standing in for chairman 
Graham Salmon in his absence. 

The club meets at Churchinford 
Hall on Wednesday, March 19th 
7.30pm for a practical demonstra¬ 
tion on planting alpines in troughs. 

Wednesday, April 16th will be 
peonies and irises with a 50/50 
member’s plant sale. 

Four local outings are booked 
over summer months. Do join us, 
all are welcome for a nominal fee. 

Teresa Summerhayes. 


Start the most rewarding 
career you'll ever have... 

As the country's population grows older 
more and more people are turning to Home 
Care services, rather than opting for a Care 
Home or similar. 


Way Ahead Care is a family run business 
delivering Home Care to people in their own 
homes within the communities of the 
Blackdown Hills and Wellington. 


We are looking to recruit the special 
people required to deliver these services. 



No experience is necessary 
as full training will be 
provided. 


If you have a friendly and 
pleasant disposition and are 
able to work flexibly, with a 
caring approach we would 
like to hear from you. 


Providing Home Care sendees is one of 
the most rewarding jobs yjou can do. For 
more information please see our website 


too wifl reqoir* access to motortied trampart and beoftparra to tsovd ro ft# Itpyp? of 

those receding services with the Qeograph«plwcGt\on$ we operate wtfpw 


www.wayaheadcare.co.uk 

01823 321123 
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waydhea care 
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NEWS briefs 

Church celebrates 
its 790th birthday 

A BLACKDOWNS church celebrated its 790th 
birthday last month. 

Parishioners at St Andrew’s Church in Clay- 
hidon gathered on Saturday, February 23rd for 
a special family service to mark the occasion 
and also held a Holy Communion of thanks and 
praise the following week. 



Top season for FC 

THE Tone Ability Football Club recently won 
an award for Somerset FA’s Disability Club of 
the Season for 2013/14. 

The club are looking to increase its squad for 
the next season and are looking for any dis¬ 
abled children between the ages of five and 
15 to go along and try football. 

They meet Tuesday evenings between 5pm- 
6pm at YMCA, Taunton. 

Contact Ken Pearson on 01823 601365 for 
more information. 


Airplanes needs for record attempt 


A DUNKESWELL-based aviator 
hopes to set two world records and 
raise money for charity at the same 
time. 

But to do so, flying instructor Jim 
Greenshields needs to borrow planes 
- many planes. 

He will try to set two Guinness 
World Records; to fly the most fixed- 
wing aircraft solo in one day; and to 
fly the most tailwheel aircraft solo in 
one day. Jim, who will raise money 
for Make-A-Wish-Foundation UK, 
said: “The hope is to fly more than 30 
aircraft, with each plane flown up to 
2,000ft and back, which will mean 
flying from dawn until dusk. 

“At the moment there is no official 
record for the most [fixed-wing] air¬ 
craft flown solo in one day, but there 
is a record for the most tailwheel 
(wheel at the back, not the front) air¬ 
craft flown in a day - seven. 

“I'm aiming at 40 but anything more 


than 30 would be good, but we are to¬ 
tally at the mercy of local owners al¬ 
lowing me to borrow their planes.” 

The record attempts at Dunkeswell 
are pencilled in for Saturday, April 
26th, with Saturday, May 3rd being 
the reserve date in case of bad 
weather the week before. 

Jim has flown more than 80 types of 
aircraft from vintage biplanes to 
modern touring and aerobatic air¬ 
craft, amassing around 9,000 flying 
hours in the process. 

Make-A-Wish-Foundation UK 
arranges memorable events/outings 
for children and young people with 
life-threatening conditions. 

Anyone interested in lending Jim a 
plane, or sponsoring his attempts, can 
get in touch by phoning 01404 891 
880, e-mailing jimgreenshields@g- 
ooglemail.com or visiting www.just- 
giving .com/jim-greenshields 



■ DUNKESWELL pilot Jim Greenshields 


Wyn and Geena are off to Crufts 


A DUNKESWELL dog 
trainer is off to Crufts 
later this month. 

Wyn Leney, along with 
Geena Olney, from near 
Honiton, managed to get 
through the stringent tri¬ 
als process to gain a 
place on the Kennel Club 
Good Citizen Gold dis¬ 
play team. 

The demonstrations 
show the strength of 


bond between handler 
and dog using good 
communication, com¬ 
mand and obedience 
with an added element of 
fun. 

The displays will be 
held on Saturday, March 
8th and Sunday, March 
9th at Birmingham NEC, 
one being in the main 
ring before best in show 
is televised on Sunday. 


Wyn, pictured with her 
Chinese crested cross 
breed dog Hunnie, runs 
local dog club Border- 
combe Dog Training and 
has been to Crufts before 
doing Heelwork to music 
displays with a team of 
10 dogs and handlers. 

Geena regularly works 
on local shoots with her 
working cocker spaniel, 
Aimee. 



-ADVERTISERS ANNOUNCEMENT- 


New Blackdown Hills Business 
Association member follows on from 
family founder members' dedication 


THE Blackdown Hills 
Business Association is 
pleased to welcome on 
board Claire Stepney, from 
Signature Events; a Busi¬ 
ness Development Consul¬ 
tancy and Weddings & 

Events Concierge Service. 

Claire grew up in the vil¬ 
lage of Hemyock along 
with her younger brother 
Martin and parents David 
and Christine Stepney. 

The family moved from 
Berkshire to Hemyock in 
1986 and together ran the 
village store, Spa Hemyock 
for 22 years. They quickly 
settled into country life and 
both Claire and Martin 
worked in the store as the 
business grew. Both David 
and Christine were very 
passionate about being in¬ 
volved with the local com¬ 
munity, supporting projects, 
activities and local busi¬ 
nesses. David Stepney was 
in fact one of the founder 
members of the Blackdown 
Business Association. 

Claire would have only 
been 10 years old at the 
time, but remembers the 
founder members Claude & 

BHBA at St Ivel House, Station 
Road, Hemyock, Cullompton, 
Devon EX15 3SJ. 

E: info@bhba.org.uk or 
T: 01823 681484 -www.bhba.org.uk 


Wendy Caple, Paul & 
Jacquie Redwood, Heather 
Stallard, John Carr, Nick 
Jones, Julia & John Ward, 
David Steel and many 
more, meeting in their fam¬ 
ily home working out ways 
to unite and support local 
businesses and establish the 
Blackdown Hills Business 
Association. David and 
Christine worked hard sup¬ 
porting the local businesses 
and were proud to be active 
members of the community. 
David sadly passed away in 
1998, but Christine now in 
her retirement continues 
her support and is delighted 


her daughter Claire has 
launched here business here 
in the Blackdown Hills. 
Claire has travelled all over 
the south of England build¬ 
ing her career working in 
some of the finest Country 
House Hotels, Restaurants 
and Spas. Claire's career 
highlights include working 
alongside the celebrity 
chefs Raymond Blanc and 
Albert Roux, working in all 
areas of hospitality man¬ 
agement in the luxury Re- 
lais & Chateaux properties 
Le Manoir Aux Quat 
Saisons Oxfordshire, Sum¬ 
mer Lodge Dorset, The 



Vineyard at Stockross 
Berkshire, Chewton Glen, 
Hampshire and locally the 
multi award winning 
Combe House, Gittisham. 
Claire has since settled 
down and returned to her 
routes and manages her 
own business Signature 
Events; offering profes¬ 
sional business develop¬ 
ment support to privately 
owned hospitality busi¬ 
nesses and also offers a per¬ 
sonal Wedding and Events 
Concierge Service for en¬ 
gaged couples and corpo¬ 
rate clients. 

Claire says 'I am delighted 
to be so warmly welcomed 
as a new member of the 
Blackdown Hills Business 
Association and I look for¬ 
ward to networking, sup¬ 
porting and connecting 
with the local community 
to continue the work my fa¬ 
ther and others members 
have continued to do so 
well over the past 30 years'. 
If you would like to see 
more of Claire services 
you can visit her 
website at www.event- 
consultancy .co .uk 


bh Blackdown Hills 

b a Business Association 



Telephone: 07736 074235 
Email: claire @ e vent-consultancy .co .uk 

www.event-consultancy.co .uk 


J 


F acebook .com/eventconsultancy 

Twitter @ claire_stepney 
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OF HONITON 




134 High Street* Honiton, Devon. EX14 1JP - 01404 42436 - www.bestsofhoniton.co.uk 


1AR PARK Of I 


Of KINO STRJ 


WITH ACCESS TO REAR Of STOi 


IROWSE AT YOUR LEISURE 


Home service selection on Electric Lift & Rise Rediners. Rreside chairs and Carnets. Vvnils 



FREE HEADBOARD 

with every bed purchased* 


co Karnson B*d& CWy 



V 53 



The Aamira Ortho Divan by Healthiposture 
3* Oivan was £199 How £179 ( Mattress only £120) 
4'6“ Oivan was £249 How £220 (Mattress only £149) 
S* Oivan was £368 How £329 (Mattress only £210) 

Relax A rejuvenate with the electric powered Sal us adjustable 
bed The pocket sprung mattress has pressure relieving 
memory foam which contours to the shape of your body, soft or 
regular feel available. Subject to status the 3* bed is available 
VAT Exempt from an amazing £589 



March is National 
Bed Month 


Siena - a unique collection of solid oak bedroom 
furniture manufactured to an exceptionally high 
standard guaranteeing a beautiful simple design 
which a both practical & visibly appealing 


MARCH 2014 
HERALDS THE IS 01 
NATIONAL 
BEDMONTH 
TO CELEBRATE 
WE HAVE 
REDUCED PRICES 
FOR EVERYTHING 
IN THE BEDROOM 
- BEDS, 
BEDSTEADS, 
MATTRESSES, 
ADJUSTABLE 
BEDS, SOFA BEDS, 
BEDROOM 
FURNITURE AND 
CARPETS 


□ V 


I Q 

p 
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Hampshire H a premium oak bedroom range that has been designed 
to blend effortlessly with any bedroom design. It oozes quality 
craftsmanship, solid construction, neat distressed metal handles and a 
variety of draws and wardrobes to hide away your belongings . A must 
for every woman is a dressing table where she can prepare for the day 
ahead with stool and mirror to match. A perfect addition to your 
home givmg you pleasure for many years to come. 


FREE 

DELIVERY 

WITHIN 25 
MILES ON 
GOODS OVER 
£150 

FREE 

ASSEMBLY 

ON MOST 
FURNITURE 
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Cornish - a collection of painted p»ne bedroom furniture with 
solid oak tops and knobs available in white, cream, ivory, trevi 
or mushroom. Sophistication and grace spring to mind with this 
classic cool stunniqg bedroom raryge. A large choice of pieces in 
this range ensures great flexibility for every sue room. 


Mot juft .in • r.ihic Rrdv thrvr arc 

GtV/rrAv/** 
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The compact 
Metz chair bed 
and sofa bed, 
starting from 
£359 during 
March in a large 
choice of 
fabrics. 

New range of 
sofabeds instore 
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The show must go on for Cloverleaf 



■ MUDDLES (Dave Goodall) and village chorus 



■ MUDDLES (Dave Goodall), Nurse Dottie Dettol (Bob Dunn), Queen 
Marigold (Liz Lane) and King Cactus (Neil Lane) 


IF EVER there was a 
case of “the show must 
go on ” it was the Clover- 
leaf Productions pan¬ 
tomime of Sleeping 
Beauty. 

The company had a po¬ 
tentially disastrous day 
before their final dress 
rehearsal when one of the 
principle comedy duo, 
Helen Rose, playing the 
page Fetch, fell and 
broke her wrist. To 
makes matters worse, an¬ 
other cast member, San¬ 
dra Pitwood, suffered a 
stroke and an ambulance 
was called to the small 
village hall in Combe St 
Nicholas. 

Combined with a few 
other back stage inci¬ 
dents and changes in the 
production team, it was 
almost a miracle the cast 
were able to continue. 
But continue they did 
with their usual spectac¬ 
ular result. 

Friends of Ms Pitwood 
said she was resting and 
in good spirits. 

The costumes were 
magnificent and the over¬ 
all atmosphere of the 
show was colorful and 
full of fun, with the cast 
obviously enjoying them¬ 
selves. Director Ros Ro¬ 
drigo returned to a 


traditional panto this year 
with fairies tripping 
around the stage full of 
light and sweetness, 
beautifully played by Sue 
Lloyd as Fairy Lilac and 
the colour fairies played 
by the children; Ruby 
Nex ,Delilah-Salway 
Roberts, Sienna Weiss 
and Feme Lewis. 

Bob Dunn made a 
happy return to a dress 
for the dame part as 
Nurse Dottie Dettol with 
some interesting interac¬ 
tion with a member of the 
band and a dose of laughs 
the audience could have 
easily taken more of, the 
dame in a tu-tu just had 
to be seen and the addi¬ 
tion of the “Staying 
Alive” CPR moment 
when Beauty fell asleep 
was priceless. 

Dave Goodall as the 
daft cheekie chappie 
Muddles bounced around 
and kept everything up 
beat and together with 
Fetch and Carrie Helen 
Rose and Beckie Or¬ 
chard, sang a word per¬ 
fect rendition of the 
Court of King Caracta- 
cus. 

Helen coped very well 
with her arm strapped up 
in a colourful sling, 
adapting the choreogra¬ 


phy and jokes to include 
the injury well and with 
her sidekick Beckie, did 
a great postal pun sketch 
with the birthday invita¬ 
tions. 

The King and Queen 
parts were split between 
off stage couples Martin 


and Nanette Wale and 
Neil and Liz Lane as the 
auditions had been too 
close, the pairs falling 
into chorus line on the 
other nights. 

There were some won¬ 
derful musical interludes 
within the story with the 


chorus being strong, up¬ 
beat and well rehearsed. 
Abi Cousins and Kelly 
Boy land as the princess 
and prince were a lovely 
duet, and Maggie Grif¬ 
fiths gave chills with her 
dream sequence song as 
the fantasy spirit. 



■ PRINCESS Rose (Abi Cousins) and Prince Alexis (Kelly Boyland) 


tPxing <£ Son 

l uniral Directors 

I s| IKV5 


Pring and Sons serving the local community 
in the Blackdown Hills and Culm Valley 
with four generations of tradition providing 
a personalised, friendly and professional service, 
to meet each family's individual requirements. 

Most arrangements made in your own home. 

Tel : 01823 680405 Mob : 07860 390002 (24hr) 

Email : pringandson@aol.com 

www.pring-and-son-funeral-directors.co.uk 

Culmstock Road, Hemyock EX 15 3RJ 



Our boiler system* arm affordable highly efficient systems more than capable of providing 
heating and hoi water to your property U*r>g equipment from suppliers who have been 
manufacturing biomass boners tor generations producing borers which are efficient and 
more robust than their competitors and where common sense is stit foremost in design 
and do not use complex electronic gismos to operate efficiently Our baler systems are 
easy to operate and will bum most anything that you care to put *1 it 


ROJEK 
Log Burning and 
Automatic Biomass 
boilers 


ROJEK Woodviking VIGAS 
Wood Crusher Pelletmaster Log burning 
(Chopper* wood Pellet Better 

Boiler 



Wood Pellet Boiler* Retro Fil 

I.o* Burning Boilers New Build 


§ 

Wood Chopper hire 
W ood Chopping service 




Eco Green Energy 
Harts Farm 
Clay hid on 
Cullompton 
Devon 
EX15 3QB 



RECC'T' 


Tel 01392 580839 (SKVPE Humber) 
Mob 07776 387240 
E-mail inffoQocogreortanorgy.co.uk 
Web www.ecogreenenergyco.uk 
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West Country . 

Garden Buddings 


NOW OPEN 

Sheds & Workshops 
Summer Houses 
Office Rooms 
Log Cabins 

Fencing and much more 
Over 30 years experience 
Made to your 
requirements 

Unit 1, Devonshire Court, Heathpark Ind. Est, Honiton 

01404 42351 / 01404 850304 (out of hours) 
07436 581477/07768 817042 (out of hours) 




LPACAS 



k 


Products for sale at: (J) 

Turk's Head, Honiton 

Phone 07714 031 844 
BEARHOUSE 01395 597693 

ALPACA BREEDERS 

SIDBURY, EAST DEVON 

A variety of alpacas for sale from pets to breeding stock 



m 3EV0M Ai* DEV0H L 
T eoum & mtouu cou»i 


NR 



www.bearhousealpacas.co.uk 


Plastering and 
Building Services 


Plastering • Extensions 
General Building • Home Improvements 




Call Travis on: 01297 443337 - 07840 128004 

traviscoo@hotmail.com 
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Alex 

Phryce-Jones 
on 01297 35750 


CADS celebrate 25th pantomime 



■ SOME of the CADS cast 


IT’S show time in 
Chardstock once 
again, this year per¬ 
forming Bradford & 
Webster’s version of 
the classic fairy-tale 
Sleeping Beauty. 

Its full steam ahead 
at rehearsals right 
now, with scenery re¬ 
ceiving the finishing 
touches, smoke com¬ 
ing from the wardrobe 
team’s sewing ma¬ 
chines, lighting and 
sound effects in 
preparation... very 
soon all that will be 
needed is the audi¬ 
ence, so book your 
seats now! 

Once again CADS 
are entering the Cin¬ 
derella Trophy Com¬ 
petition organised by 
the Somerset Fellow¬ 
ship of Drama. In re¬ 
cent years 

successfully walking 
away with numerous 
nominations. 

This year the panto 


will be directed by 
Chris Williamson & 
Silvey Webber, whom 
people may remem¬ 
ber for their award 
winning performance 
as Buttons & Cin¬ 
derella in 2012. 

The cast of 30 plus, 
all from Chardstock 
and the surrounding 
area, will definitely en¬ 
tertain you, with 
plenty of opportunities 
to boo, cheer and 
even join in! 

The four perform¬ 
ances at Chardstock 
Community Hall take 
place on Thursday, 
March 6th, Friday, 
March 7th and Satur¬ 
day, March 8th. 
Evening perform¬ 
ances curtain up at 
7.30pm, Saturday 
matinee curtain up at 
3pm. 

Tickets are available 
from Chardstock 
Stores & Post Office - 
Adult £6 Child £4. En¬ 


quiries contact 01460 
221067 or email 
chardstockads@ hot- 
mail.co.uk 

There will be a dis¬ 
play of the past 25 
Pantomimes on dis¬ 


play in the foyer. 

CADS are also 
proud to announce 
that their Variety 
Show held in Decem¬ 
ber raised a £392.87 
for the AT Society 


(Ataxia-Telangiectasia 
Society). CADS would 
like to take the oppor¬ 
tunity to thank all 
those who supported 
the evening and made 
this donation possible. 


Sister George ‘gets 
it’ at The Tacchi! 


TAUNTON Thespians present Frank 
Marcus’ timeless classic play about the 
fragility of celebrity The Killing of Sis¬ 
ter George. 

Sister George is a fictional character 
in a popular radio serial about English 
village life. 

June Buckridge has played the part 
for some 2,000 performances. To boost 
ratings, the BBC producer, Mrs Mercy, 
decides that the character is to be killed 
off. This impending catastrophe sets 
‘the cat amongst the pigeons’ in no un¬ 
certain fashion and threatens the 
lifestyle of June and that of her partner. 

In the flat downstairs, meanwhile, 
Madame Xenia reads the Tarot and sees 


what lies ahead and fireworks follow! 

Beryl Reid triumphed in both the 
stage and screen versions of this com¬ 
edy. 

Comedy and heartbreak, laughs and 
tension are abound in The Killing of 
Sister George, which is playing at The 
Tacchi-Morris Theatre, Monkton 
Heathfield, Taunton from Tuesday, 
March 11th to Saturday, March 15th, 
7.30pm evenings, Saturday matinee 
2.30pm. 

Tickets are available from the box of¬ 
fice at the Tacchi-Morris 01823 414141 
or Taunton TIC 01823 336344. 

Online booking available at www.tac- 
chi-morris.com. 


Musical comedy comes to Payhembury 

VOYAGE of the Viqueens, is a new, original musical comedy to be per¬ 
formed at Payhembury Village Hall on March 27th, 28th and 29th. 

With a script and songs by local writer Torquil McNeilage, and an experi¬ 
enced cast culled from Payhembury and the surrounding villages, this 
promises to be an East Devon event to remember. 

Tickets are on sale in Payhembury and Talaton shops and Stagestruck,Ot- 
tery St Mary. 


The Merry Harriers 

Forches Corner, Clayhidon Devon 




Special Mothers Day 
Sunday Lunch 

30 th March 



ook Now 

T: 01823 421270 


merryharriers.bookings(<Pgmail.com 

www.facebook.com/themerryharriers 


Blackdown Hills 

Business Association 


We would like to offer members the opportunity to 

showcase your business 

this year in the Blackdown Hills marquee at the 
Honiton Show, Thursday, 7th August. 
Thousands of visitors to come 
our marquee every year. 

Pitches in the Blackdown Hills Marquee 
from £75 for BHBA members. 



Membership is £50 and we have an extensive 
programme of events to support local businesses. 

For a booking form or more information 
to become a member, please contact Val Baker 


BHBA at St Ivel House, Station Road, Hemyock, 
Cullompton, Devon EX15 3SJ. 

E: info@bhba.org.uk or T: 01823 681484 
www.bhba.org.uk 
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Local Services 



FOR A COMPLETE BUILDING SERVICE 

QUALITY, RELIABILITY AND PEACE OF MIND ASSURED 


Cleaning Services 


A Friendly Team Of Window Cleaners 

GUARANTEED a professional and 
satisfactory job to the highest standards. 

Reliable &Trustworthy 

We can clean your windows inside and out 
including frames and sills 

We also clean and empty gutters, drain pipes, fascias, 
conservatories, roofs and garage doors. 


CALL 01884 840 037 or 07778 899 685 
for a FREE estimate 
12 Kitwell Street, Uffculme, 
Cullompton, Devon, EX15 3AP 


a 


Garages 


Tytherleigh Vehicle Electrics ^ ' H 

• ALL LEADING BRANDS AT COMPETITIVE PRICES 


• KUHMO TYRE DEALERS 

• FREE INFLATION ON KUMHO TYRES 

• ALL INCLUSIVE PRICES, INCLUDING NEW VALVES, 
WHEEL BALANCING AND TYRE DISPOSAL 

WE STILL SPECIALISE IN AUTO-ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

• ENGINE MANAGEMENT DIAGNOSTICS 

• ABS & AIRBAG TESTING & REPAIR 

• AIR CONDITIONING, BATTERIES, ALTERNATORS & STARTERS 

• GENERAL AUTO-ELECTRICAL REPAIRS 

Leach Road, Qiard Business Park, 

Chard, Somerset TA20 1 FA 01460 64255 


Tel: (01823) 272260 or 0788 545 1628 

KEV'S CLEANING SERVICES LTD 

Est 1986 


Countryside Management 


Land management for non-farmers 


• Hedging, ditching, draining and all types of fencing 

• Unwieldy gardens, hedges and fences restored 

• Pasture management (topping, spraying, rolling, 
liming & re-seeding) 

• Groundworks, drives, gateways concreting yards 

• Welding repairs and steel fabrications 

• Storage, containers and yard 

We have the machinery and expertise to tackle most 
estate management problems - both 
big and small - from five practical 
farmers. Just ring for free quote. 


Five Farmers 

Countryside Management Ltd 


01460 234472 www.fivefarmers.co.uk 


Windows and Conservatories 



THE PROMISE OF QUALITY 


Wlmlows | Doors | Conservatories | Secondary Glaring | Roof line | 
Continuous Aluminium Guttering | Flat roof system | Solar hot water 



y Widows and Doors PVC-u or aluminium there is a design to suit any home. 
y Conservatories will add that extra well needed room. 
y Secondary Glazing can be the ideal answer to listed properties. 
y Fascias & Soffits with our conbnuous aluminium guttering take away the 
problem of maintenance. 

y Samafil flat roof membrane will eliminate leaks for m-excess of 40 years 
y Sotar hot water system will provide up to 70% of your hot water for free 
every year. 

For all your home improvements 


Contact Climax Windows on 01297 35053 
Or Visit our all new website ^ 
www.climaxwindows.co.uk c=s 



TRUST I 
MARK 1 


in the Blackdown Hills 


Furniture & Joinery 



www.davidrlloyd .co .uk 

Kitchens, 
Furniture 
And Bespoke 
Joinery. 
Please 
Visit My 
Website 
To See My 
Extensive 
Portfolio. 


avid Lloyd 

CABINET MAKER 

Unit 3a Marcus Road Dunkeswell 
Honiton Devon EX 14 4LA 
01404 891800 

info @ davidrlloy d .co .uk 



Peter Cooper 

Tel: 07940 5897J4 

•-mail: pet w tfwhyk notinmd.tiiwi 



Set Build / Carpentry / Jomery 
Hardwood Flooring/ Furniture 
Fencing / Decking 
Kitchens / Shopfitung 


For all your 
advertising needs 
in the Blackdown 
Hills phone 
01297 35750 


Gardens 



Sheds and 
Summerhouses 


• All garden timer buildings and structures 

• Thatching service to all of our products 

• Living vans and shepherds huts 

• Dovecotes to workshops and log stores 

• Carpentry etc, shed refelts 

• Custom and standard builds 

• Base preparation and installations 

www.oakandiron.co.uk 


LOG STORES 

1.8 x 1.2 x 0.8m.£160.00 

1.5 x 1.2 x 0.8m.£150.00 

1.2 x 1.0 x 0.6m.£130.00 

1.0 x 1.0 x 0.6m.£125.00 

WHEELIE BIN AND RECYCLE BOX STORES 

1.3 x 0.8 x 0.8m bin .£130.00 

1.3 x 0.8 x 0.8m shelves .£145.00 

Buy both for.£250.00 


Other sizes available call for details 

Tel: 01297 34509 Mob: 07773 182929 
Email: joseph@oakandiron.co.uk 


THORN HAYES 

^WURSERY 

1 Quality Trees 
from Devon 

Westcountry Apple Trees 
(plus other fruit trees), 

W Ornamental Trees, Hedging, 
Choice Shrubs, Courses Run, 
> Advisory Service 

Opening hours: 8am-4pm Mon to Fri 
9.30am-2pm Sat 

Thornhayes Nursery, Dulford, Cullompton EX15 2DF. 

01884 266746 wwiv.thornhayes-nursery.co.uk 



0 ^ 


Logs 


BURNWORTHY LOGS 

Seasoned and dry hardwood 
Multiple load sizes available 
Kindling also available 


Contact Jake 01823 601588 
Mobile 0782 4448719 
www.burnworthylogs.co.uk 
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View from the Blackdown Hills 


DERBYSHIRES INSTRUCTED ON SUPERB 
EQUESTRIAN PROPERTY 

Set high on the hilH above Hcmyock is Culm View, which lives up to its name enjoying far 
reaching views over the Biackdim*n».The 3 bedroom cottage-style property has been refur¬ 
bished and extended by the current owner, as is presented in excellent order. Formerly the 
home of a well known Show Jumper, the property has a serious equestrian pedigree, with 
an excellent stable yard of four boxes and a further foaling box, together with a substantial 
multi purpose bam. There arc four secure, well-drained paddocks of approx % h acre each, 
all with field shelters and water. Derby shires Village and Country department is inviting 
offers in the region of £625,000. For further information contact Marcus Bond on 01460 
63600. 


If you think your property would benefit from our specialist 
approach to rural properties please contact: 

The Village & Country team on 01460 63600. 


Derbyshire’s 


£*yw- •!/»./ f mutry * 


WANTED FOR A CLIENT! 

Our client, a local doctor requires a 
building plot (or existing property for 
demolition or adaptation) to build a new 
home of their own design, together with 
a range of outbuildings. 

Ideally located in a village or rural 
position within 10-15 miles of Chard the 
site should he in the region of 1 acre. 


Immediate substantial funds available 
Please contact Marcus Bond on 01460 
63600, usual commission required. 



Dobles Garage 

Station Road, PEUGEOT 
Hemyock SPECIALISTS 


PEUGEOT 


05 55 407 SE 1.6 HDI, MOONSTONE, 77 K.£ 3,495 

07 57 308 GT 2.0 HDI 136 5 DOOR 6 SPEED, SILVER, 19 K.£ 8,495 

06 56 307 SPORT 1.6 HDI 110 5 DOOR, MET GREY, 85 K.£3,995 

02 52 307 1.6 RAPIER 5 DOOR, MET BLACK, 114 K.£ 1995 

10 60 207 1.4 MILLESIM 5 DOOR, MET BLACK, 37 K.£ 5,995 

05 05 206 1.4 SPORT 5 DOOR, MOONSTONE, 52 K.£ 2,995 

03 53 206 1.4 LX 3 DOOR, SILVER GREY, 72 K.£ 2,495 


02 52 MINI COOPER 1 . 6 , SILVER, 54 K.£ 3,995 

00 X BMW 5201 2.2 SE AUTOMATIC, PALE MET GREEN, 143 K.£ 2,495 

00 W TOYOTA WILL VI AUTOMATIC, SILVER, 81 K.£2,995 

99 T BMW 3281 SE 4 DOOR, MET GREY, 97 K.£ 1,995 

84 A AUSTIN MAESTRO 1.6 HLS 5 DOOR(ONE OWNER), PALE MET BLUE, ONLY 21 K 

.£ 1,995 

1975 ROLLS ROYCE SILVER SHADOW, OLD ENGLISH WHITE.£ 8,950 


4 X 4 & COMMERCIAL 


OTHER USED CARS 


11 11 FORD FIESTA 1.25 EDGE 3 DOOR, PANTHER BLACK, 13 K.£7,495 

11 60 MERCEDES E350 CDI AVANTGARDE 4 DOOR, CUPRITE BROWN, 9 K .£27,500 

09 09 PROTON SAVVY 1.2 STYLE 5 DOOR, MET BLACK, 28 K.£ 3,750 

07 57 MITSUBISHI COLT CZ2 1.5 Dl-D, SILVER, 89 K.£ 3,495 

07 07 CITROEN Cl RHYTHM 1.4 HDI 5 DOOR, SILVER, 90 K.£ 3,495 

07 56 VW GOLF 1.6 S FSI 5 DOOR, RED, 83 K.£ 5,250 

06 56 FIAT PANDA 1.2 DYNAMIC, PALE GREEN, 41 K.£ 2,995 

06 56 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 DESIGN 5 DOOR, SILVER, 150 K.£ 2,495 

06 06 TOYOTA MR2 1.8 VVTI CONVERTIBLE, SILVER, 93 K.£ 4,250 

06 06 MG ZS+ 1.8 5 DOOR, MET BLUE, 45 K.£ 2,995 

06 06 RENAULT MEGANE 1.4 DYNAMIQUE, MET BLUE, 55 K.£ 2,650 

05 05 FORD FOCUS C-MAX 2.0 TDCI 6 SPEED, MET BLUE, 95 K.£ 3,795 

04 54 KIA PICANTO 1.1 LX AUTOMATIC, RED, 65 K.£ POA 

04 04 ROVER CITYROVER 1.4 STYLE 5 DOOR, SILVER, 60 K.£ 1,595 

03 03 MINI COOPER 1.6 (CHILI PACK), RED, 93 K.£ 3,995 

03 03 VW POLO 1.9 SDI S 5 DOOR, MET GREEN, 105 K.£ 2,795 


05 05 LDV CONVOY 400 2.4TD 1 7 SEATS MINIBUS, WHITE, 54 K, NO VAT ....£ 3,995 

04 54 VAUXHALL ASTRAVAN 1.7 CDTI, ENVOY WHITE.£ 1,200 + VAT 

04 53 PEUGEOT BOXER 2.0HDI 290LX, WHITE, 96 K. £ 2,000 + VAT 

12 61 MITSUBISHI SHOGUN Dl-D AUTO DIAMOND PACK, MET RED, 102 K. 

.£17,995 

09 09 SUZUKI JIMNY 1.3 JLX, RED, 37 K.£ 6,995 

08 08 HONDA CR-V SE 2.2 l-CDTI, MET BLUE, 104 K.£ 8,995 

06 06 SUZUKI GRAND VITARA 2.0 5 DOOR (NEW SHAPE) , PALE MET GOLD, 48 K. 

.£ 5,750 

05 55 MAZDA B2500 BARRACUDA DOUBLE CAB, MET BLUE, 137 K.£ 4,995 

05 05 MITSUBISHI L200 2.8TD DOUBLE CAB, BLACK, 134 K.£ 4,995 

05 54 MITSUBISHI SHOGUN SPORT WARRIOR TD, BLACK, 75 K.£ 6,450 

04 04 NISSAN X-TRAIL 2.0 SE, ZINC SILVER, 74 K.£ 4,450 

03 03 NISSAN X-TRAIL 2.2DI SE+ 6 SPEED, MET RED, 109 K.£ 4,995 

02 52 HONDA CRV 2.0 SE SPORT AUTO, SATNAV, MET BLUE, 124 K.£ 3,750 

01 51 DISCOVERY TD5 GS AUTOMATIC 7 SEATS, MET RED, 123 K.£ 5,250 

86 D LAND ROVER 110 V8 12 SEATER, GREEN, 140 K.£ 4,495 


Tel: 01823 681452 www.doblesgarage.co.uk 
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RESIDENTIAL SALES AND LETTINGS . MORTGAGES . VALUERS • COMMERCIAL . LAND & NEW HOMES • COUNTRY * EQI TEST 


Derbyshire’s 


)i//aar ata/ ^ Y*attt 


A Complete property service for the 
Blackdown Hills and surrounding areas. 

01460 63600 


A SPECIALIST MARKETING SERVICE FOR RURAL PROPERTIES 



Hcmyock- £625,000 

Equestrian Property 

A 3 Bed detached h<ni*c, stable*, barn, 4 paddocks with 
field shelters and water to each, gardens (approx. 

S acres in total) Reception room, Kitchen/Diner, snug, 
conservatory, master bedroom with en suite, 2 further 
Bedrooms, family bathroom. Driveway to property. 
Stunning views. 



Chardstock- £395,000 

A home with business premises or a car collector's 
dream! Well appointed three bed mom bungalow with 
substantial barn, previously used as the village garage for 
cars and agricultural vehicles, we understand that full 
commercial use could be re-instated. Additional single 
and double garage. 



Tatworth - £399,950 

A substantial Edwardian house 
Five bedrooms (one with an cn-suitc), kitchen, dining 
room, lmmge, conservatory, and double garage. 

The gardens are a particular feature of the property with 
patio areas, a Uwncd area with a pergola and to one side 
a garden shed and greenhouse. Steps down to former 
orchard area with a stream. There is also a paddock of 
approx 0.77 of an acre, with separate entrance. 



Tatwwth - £999,950 

Beautifully restored period former vicarage with 5 
bedrooms and 2 ensuites, with separate 3 bedroom 
coacbousc, and additional annexe. Set in landscaped 
gardens and paddock totalling 3.65 acres, various 
outbuildings with equestrian potential, ample parking. 
Located on the edge of a sought-after village close to 
World Heritage Jurassic coast. 




)t/fayr a ta/ (-wui/ry I 


If you think your property would benefit from our specialist 
approach to rural properties please contact: 

Marcus Bond from The Village Sc Country team on 01460 63600. 


“Uniquely filling the gap 
between where the High Street 
Agents finish and the Country 
I louse boys begin” 

W lumrtl, CEO I he Guild 
€»f Prtifip»»ii*ial Em*u* AgvnN 


• H.»nd • YilUf* «aU Cuunir% 


\t riqhtmove 


www. d e rb ys hi r e s. n c t 
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RODGERS 


SOUTH WEST 


plus VAT 

Sole Agency 
Limited penod only 
Terms of Business apply 


Put RODGERS SOUTH WEST 

first on your to do list this year 

With the knowledge and experience afforded by setting / letting 
houses for over 30 years, our enthusiastic, experienced team are 
ready to help you market your home. Call to make a personal 
appointment and experience the difference. 


252 500 

www.rodgerssouthwest.com 
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^ stags.co.uk 

STAGS The West Country is Stags Country 
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Qudt CmCXCOQ 


Shop, cUa and ^tudryi Severn 




Kilmington 


Nr Wellington 


1.8 Acres - Shetdon 


1.5 Acres 


tcutncuM or :l 5 bads 3 racae*©^ imu , 2 bal> too*** rt*rra Otfcs, 

HU HA room D»H* *"J tflKfttid 2 tfttvy Left U»»d*0»tiL VfcC>F«#d. 56233 


An Um}*v)«4#y cWAg n ad r*n%- r*%l ungwM <vrt n AmrWtj C«rM«nD 
tfytt grands HHI, ooAooan ksjrQMiftnar, kfk7»anto«aa*ABrt mam, 9 
bolt. b*t*oon ttd da*** a«m* EPC BM a V*fc fV«J 4SS64 
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■dtrafnW) rwfcjrtatf-ad thxiq^l *4h ariomg paettsek OPC Band 0. 
Nfrafc F**«J 63201 


OuafaCMaoO* 


Oudt t«q,nc 


01«3< 


OtMW t4**,000 


Hon Hon 01 <04 4M96 



A tatiiTi#/ prsaa H ad iBachad 3 toMct* p*‘«l tor* *<fi (Hwrt <*n 
HinHlAWwJ (jarDw ml *ov*tr.i iew>»»To« *1 i y *Oon ? r*cnp»or». 
? bitnora Cinoara, p*Vn) ms wo rO wfi CHC Hard f VIA*} fVidt 643*11 

Gokfe C46&000 Hordor 01404 4&IIB 



Bucktand St. Mary 


A 3 bad drtadttd oaCSfa 2 *tenk, fctehm HMirou* And Mtvaon 

Sotetft ivtu^i ram wmx rt ktcnm'tjnec am* mmnd r<#* plan 
bad's***; **m 801 «ct Ywirtnd, mi trt Bar*D Wto frd M44T 

2nd* IZUO.BCC aWdlnpbcn 01fc23 463S22 


PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 


For advice and assistance on a variety of issues 
including: 

• vbuakne 

• r r # Riming and DMl i *■ * 

• RereA«W9S 

• ccmpdtoq Fm Rom MdCwnprattm 

• Lancfcrd and Tartar! Msn^ 

• Estate Menag^em 

• Sctar'G* 

Contact Mart N o os on on 01023 062022 


Cornwall | Devon | Somerset | Dorset | London 
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Residential Lettings 


Assooitisn of 
Residential letting Agents 



W'lland 


Kentisbeare 


tear** OimMxvi Bartwxn SvdM P»%*4 

OFCK tnc ted Z Tnrtt«a^MerRt«ar 

rmpcm TnwmnomiMJiArj 


A MUifitt] kWiM] ri a mai •k«i^< y ^ f nraifi 

m*+xito G&rtUn i)r^ PkH>> k<J nra^ tern 

a*U>« by M( nag CrC M t.PC Bard C tear! raw Afp> *Mt * ret 05254 

Ncnton 01404 42901 


Angerstegh 


A ujpefe* 4pfO*4*0 trd («v*4<r«d 4 w«h»i Uf iWttitN Mr* :or%«tcn 
altt«t<x4fefecr’twBtac*07»r« IPG c«tr* r*«irg Q*d«r,p»teg 
jpraga and carport t*\: Hard D Tarar* tan app*. Vtefe r rd 1253B 

r t aocprm Taumo«t a tnzi 44729a 


fRSB 
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Culm Davy 
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WANT AN ALTERNATIVE 
TO HOLIDAY LETTING? 


■ Fedup w**ilh© hetrste 7 

■ Had enough of poor ocouparcy? 

■ .rt\iirttKd > 

■ • ■* - • > * • - • 

■ Have you constotrecl a trg lyrm iriy' ? 

■ Thinking of a charge? 

Why not call and speak to our dotfeotad letting* team 
to arrange a tree, no obligation rental appraisal 


1 tM tPD 9T\ irtyrutm d ui t ap r n asarb uk ana ad ga a ay i ltd aar 
rtrtrctin tefttcai OatJara 6M3H 

tytetufren MtefctwJ UngMrat GPC beedE Tenart fet* 4«*r 4S?4t 

nupcrn M IMM MB 




Culm stock 
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01MM22OB72 
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C1 r200 pent Non ton 0*404 42232 
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OFCHondDG »>v*n. o/Uotjrgft and perking 
m: Hard r laraarrt tea tTAP r rd 32433 

Cf JOGpcm 


by wrefl 

01022 44729B 


Cornwall | 

| Devon | Somerset | 

| Dorset | 

| London The West Country Letting Agent . 




















































